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MELBOURNE: Some 
sightings of UFO's 
may be insec warms, 
according to U .s. 
scientists. 

theory !
====
�
==_
-Their research is dis-

cu ed in a recent di­
tion of the British 

·lentU:lc journ 1 New 
Scientist. 

In recently publish­
ed paper, two U .S. 
Government laboratory 
researchers, Philip Cal­
lahan and R. W. Man­
kin, have linked UFO 
sighting with infesta­
tion of spru bud­
worm moths. 

The researchers have 
shown that light can 
be generated by plac­
ing the ins ts in an 
electric field. 

The spruce budworm 
moth can swarm in 
clouds as big as lOOkm 
long and 25km wide. 

.. Th v ry strong at­
mospheric electric field 
that can arise und r 
certain weather C9ndi-
tl ns could cause el c- § 
tron (n e g a t i v e  1 y =· 
charged p a r t i c 1 e s) 
away from conducting 
materials, such as the 
body fluid of an in- = 
sect," New Scientist g 
said. � 

"An avalanche of � 
such electrons would �: 
ex i.t:e atmospheric gas §· 
molecules, which would � 
then em1t v i s i b I e � 
light." §· 

New Scientist said § · 
that the light produced =· 
by a single insect was = 
vic;ibl from seven= 
metr�s. §c 
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The light from such a 
blg swarm might be 
mistaken for a UFO, 
th ir paper said. l!lllnuuulttN����������� 

as 

theory 
MELBOURNE: The 

dean of RAAF studies at 
Melbourne University 
has offered his own 
theory into the recent 
spate of sightings of uni­
d ntificd flying objc ts. 
Professor Victor Hop­

per, a physic-ist, . aid thn t 
e.·p rlments that he had 
conducted during the 
past tive y a un ovC'r­
ed a situation known as 
anornalou prop< gation. 

This was caused by 
electro-magn tic w v s 
being trapped in the at­
mosphere. 

"As a r suit, from time 
to tim we have h<'<'n 

ble to pi k up obj ts 
on our radar screens 
that are ov r th hori­
zon,'' he said 

"Normally our radar 
has been able to pick up 
only objects that are in 
dlreet line of ight. 

"Light waves too are 
.f thl m 

trum, and hence it might 
explain why people are 1 

ing objects th t are 
unidentified." · I 

A distortion; 

by upiter .. • 

SYDNEY: A Sydney amateur astronomer 

ys that the UFO fUmed by a Channel 

10 crew over New Zealand this week was 

the planet Jupiter. 

Mr Robert Lanigan­
O'Kee.ff , an amateur 
astronomer of Camm -
ray, put the Channel 10 
film through a line­
scan analyser and 
picked up four addit­
ional objects. which 
corresponded with the 
biggest moon of 
Jupiter. 

The a tin� neVV'S 
director of the 0-10 net­
work's Melbourne of­
fice, Mr Neil Miller, 
had no comment. 

"I thought that they 
were havine: a distant 
encounter with Jupiter 
as soon as I saw it," 
Mr Lanigan-O'Keeffe 
sa"d. 

"After makinl'! a 
videot pe of the pic­
tures I went through 
it until I found seven 
fr mes in which the 
image seemed to be at 
its mo t table, and 
not thrown about by 
the motion of the air­
craft. 

through a line-scan 
analyser-there is a 
lot more Information 
contained in a televi­
sion signal than is 
registered by the eye. 

"It picked up four 
much fainter dots ad· 
ja.cent to the big image 
which the television re­
porter said appeared 
to be covered by a 

· perspex dome. 
"Th n I picked up a 

table giving th 1 
ttons of the four big 
moons which orbit 
Jupiter. The positions 
of mal1er dots and 
those of Jupiter moons 
fitted perfectly.'" 

tr Lanigan-O'Keeffe 
said he had tentatively 
Identified the great 
red spot" -a distin ive 
feature of Jupiter-OJl 
the UFO film. 

He had since plotted 
faint signals corres­
pondinl'! with the posi­
tion of Jupiter's moon 
on another 30 frames 

'"Then · I put them of the film. 

• •• • or flights 
of fancy? 

W E L L I N G T 0 N, 
Thurs: Flo •k of birds 
flying inland to mate 
and nse� apable of 
moving at high speeds 
are the two latest theo­
riC's put forward by ex­
perts to explain the 
rash of UFO sightings 
in N cw Zealand. 

A Christchurch orni· 
thologlst, Mr Geoffr y 
Harrow, said yesterday 
that flocks ot up to 
500,000 birds flew in· 
land nightly to mate in 
the are in the South 
Island \\rhcre New Zea­
land 's two t levlsed 
UFO sightings have 
b n made. 

Mr Harrow said that 
the huge flocks of 
birds- I{utton's Shear­
water , or Mutton 
bird. - ould be caus­
ing the strange radar 
blips picked up on 
s r n at Wellington. 

He said that the birds 
had hlny white und r­
sides which could re­
flect the lights from 
squid boats anchored 
off the coast. produc­
ing th sightings . 

But in OSLO, Nor­
w y, an aerospace ex­
pert, Mr Eric Tand­
b rg, said he b li ved 
that atmo pheric plas­
ma wa. th most likely 
exp na ion for the 
s ightings: · 

He said that the plas­
m consi ted of gas 
caused when electrons 
were sep rated from 
atom and were cap­
able o.f moving at very 
high speeds. 

After more UFO re­
ports yesterday the 

ew Zealand Defence 
Mini try said it had 
concluded that the 
sightlngs were due to 
a combination of light 
from a Japanese fish­
ing boat fleet 260km 
off the coast and the 
rising of the planet 
V.nus. 

An air traffic con­
troll r, Mr Geoffrey 
Causer-who tracked 
score o! UFOs on his 
screen-said that the 
th ory did not explain 
how the object was 
tracked moving around 
a lane . 


