7 Two scientists
.put moth theory

MELBOURNE: Some

sightings of UFO's
may be insect swarms,
according to uU.S.
scientists.

In a recently publish-
ed paper, two B,
Government laboratory
researchers, Philip Cal-
lahan and R. W. Man-
kin, have linked UFO
sightings with infesta-
tions of spruce bud-
worm moths.

The researchers have
shown that light can
be generated by plac-
ing the insects in an
electric field.

The spruce budworm
moth can swarm in
clouds as big as 100km
long and 25km wide.

The light from such a

big swarm might be
mistaken for a UFO,
their paper said

Their research is dis-
cussed in a recent edi-
tion of the British
scientific journal New
Scientist.

“The very strong at-
mospheric electric field
that can arise under
certain weather condi-
tions could cause elcc-
trons (negatively
charged particles)
away from conducting
materials, such as the
body fluid of an in-

sect,” New Scientist
said.
“An avalanche of

such electrons would
excite atmospheric gas
molecules, which would
emit visible

New  Scientist said
that the light produced
by a single insect was
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MELBOURNE: The
dean of RAAF studies at

Melbourne University
has offered his own
theory into the recent

spate of sightings of uni-
dentified flying objects.

Professor Victor Hop-
per, a physicist, said that
experiments that he had

conducted

past five years uncover-
ad a situation known as

anomalous
‘This

mosphere.

“As a result, from time

was
electro-magnetic
being trapped in the at-

visible from seven
metres.
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waves

"Adistortion,'

by Jupiter . . .

SYDNEY: A Sydney amateur astronomer
says that the UFO filmed by a Channel
10 crew over New Zealand this week was

the planet Jupiter.

Mr Robert Lanigan-
O’Keeffe, an amateur
astronomer of Camme-
ray, put the Channel 10
film through a line-

scan analyser and
picked up four addit-
ional objects, which

corresponded with the

bhiggest moonsg of
Jupiter.
The acting news

director of the 0-10 net-
work’s , Melbourne of-
fice, Mr Neil Miller,
had no comment.

“I thought that they
were having a distant
encounter with Jupiter
as soon as I saw it,”

Mr Lanigan-O'Keeffe
said.
“After making a

videotape of the pic-
tures I went through
it until I found seven
frameg in which the
image seemed to be at
its most stable, and
not thrown about by
the motion of the air-
craft.

“Then - I put them

through a line-scan
analyser—there is a
lot more information
contained in'a televi-
sion signal than is
registered by the eye.
“It picked up four
much fainter dots ad-
jacent to the big image
which the television re-
porter said appeared
to be covered by a

" perspex dome.

‘“Then I picked up a
table giving the loca-
tions of the four big
moons which orbit
Jupiter. The positions
of smaller dots and
those of Jupiter moons
fitted perfectly.”

Mr Lanigan-O’Keeffe
said he had tentatively
identified the great
red spot”—a distinctive
feature of Jupiter—on

the UFO film.
He had since plotted
faint signals corres.

ponding with the posi-
tion of Jupiter’'s moons
on another 30 frames
of the film.

. « .« or flights
of fancy?

WELLINGTON,
Thurs: Flocks of birds
flying inland to mate
and gases capable of
moving at high speeds
are the two latest theo-
ries put forward by ex-
perts to explain the
rash of UFO sightings
in New Zealand.

A Christchurch orni-
thologist, Mr Geoffrey
Harrow, said yesterday
that flocks of up to
500,000 birds flew in-
land nightly to mate in
the area in the South

He said that the plas-

ma consisted of gases
caused when electrons
were separated from
atoms and were cap-
able of moving at very
high speeds.

After more UFO re-
ports yesterday the
New Zealand Defence
Ministry said it had
concluded that the
sightings were due to
a combination of lights
from a Japanese fish-
ing boat fleet 260km
off the coast and the

to time we have been
able to pick up objccts
on our radar screens
that are over the hori-
zon,” he said.

“Normally our radar
has been able to pick up
only objects that are in

Island where New Zea-  riging of the planet

land’'s two televised

UFO sightings "have Ve, .
been made. An air traffic con-
Mr Harrow said that troller, Mr Geoffrey
the huge flocks of Causer—-twhoo tracl;lqd
birds—Hutton's Shear- Scores of UFOs on his
waters, or Mutton screen—said that the

direct line of sight.

birds--could be caus-

theary did not explain

“Light waves too are
part of this same spec-
trum, and hence it might
explain why people are
seeing objects that are
unidentified.” '

/h/ A K. De/ﬂlxau.)

: how the object was
;)rlligpsthepicszgzdngeu;adg; tracked moving around
a plane.

screens at Wellington.

He said that the birds
had shiny white under-
sides which could re-
flect the lights from
squid boats anchored
off the coast, produc:
ing the sightings.

But in OSLO, Nor-
way,. an aerospace ex-
rt, Mr ' Eric Tand-
erg, said he believed
that atmospheric plas-
ma was the most likely
explanation for the
sightings. -~~~ *




